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A group of carolers from the Amagansett Village Improvement Society strolled the sidewalks on Friday, dispensing good cheer.  KYRIL BROMLEY

Carolers Come Calling

TEARING DOWN TO BUILD UP

 BY VIRGINIA GARRISON

“I’m so excited! You know, 
when you’re studying to be a 
pastor you never think, someday 
I’ll get to drop a bucket on some-
thing,” said Reverend Dr. Katrina 
D. Foster, who was seated in an 
excavator Thursday morning 
as she prepared to deliver the 
first blow to the St. Michael’s Lu-
theran Church parsonage, which 
was being demolished to clear 
the way for affordable housing 
for senior citizens.

An orphaned rocking chair was 
moved aside at the last minute, 
and 486 Montauk Highway, its 
house number still posted val-
iantly next to the front steps, 
took a hit to the garage roof.

“Heh heh, that was fabulous,” 
the pastor chuckled. “I think I’ve 
found my calling. Oh my gosh.”

When Pastor Foster came to 
the South Fork from the Bronx in 
2010, one of her goals was to lead 
St. Michael’s in putting a por-
tion of its Amagansett property 

Senior housing
at St. Michael’s

to use in the housing project, an 
endeavor that is gaining steam 
after about 10 years of planning. 
Five acres are being sold to a 
partnership that will make one-

bedroom apartments available 
to seniors of any faith whose in-
comes fall below a certain level, 
filling “a basic need” and allow-
ing them  to “live with safety and 

integrity,” as Reverend Foster put 
it last week. A nearly $6 mil-
lion grant from the federal De-

The Reverend Katrina Foster delivered the first blow in the demolition of the St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
parsonage on Thursday.  KYRIL BROMLEY

Reflecting On 
War In Iraq

 BY WILL JAMES

The East Hampton Town 
Board said goodbye to Coun-
cilman Pete Hammerle last 
week, marking the end of his 
16-year tenure as an elected 
official.

At Mr. Hammerle’s final 
meeting last Thursday, De-
cember 15, Supervisor Bill 
Wilkinson presented the 
outgoing councilman with 
a Town Board proclamation 
honoring him for his four 

terms of service.
“Pete has always carried out 

his duties thoughtfully and 
professionally, and worked 
as a representative of the 
community he served,” Mr. 
Wilkinson said, reading from 
the proclamation.

Mr. Hammerle told the 
crowd that he recently found 
and reread his first campaign 
pamphlet, and its words still 
rang true.

Road
Paving
Proves
Divisive

 BY WILL JAMES

Residents of a Northwest 
Woods neighborhood were split 
at a public hearing last Thursday, 
December 15, over East Hamp-
ton Town’s attempts to take the 
area’s private streets into the 
public road system.

Some neigh-
borhood res-
idents have 
lobbied the 
town to add 
the roads to 
its public road 
map, which 
would allow 
the town to 
maintain 
them, plow 
snow and 
trim overhanging branches. The 
Town Board and Town Engineer 
Tom Talmage have been work-
ing on assimilating the roads for 
about two years.

But, at the hearing, other res-
idents balked at the price of 
bringing the subpar and often 
dilapidated roads up to town 
standards and forming a new 
road improvement district. Add-
ing the roads to the town system 

Some
residents
have
balked at
the cost.

A Chance To Meet Your Neighbors

Many people attended the December community soup dinner at Most 
Holy Trinity Church in East Hampton.  KYRIL BROMLEY

 BY VIRGINIA GARRISON

Volunteers not only serve the 
guests, but make a point of sit-
ting down with them for a bowl 
of soup or a cup of coffee at the 
community dinners held in win-
ter months by the East Hamp-
ton Clericus at Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church in East Hamp-
ton.

“You get to know them. That’s 
the community part of the din-
ner,” said Doreen Quaranto, the 
director of parish outreach at 

Most Holy Trinity.
“You understand how other 

people in your community are 
surviving in these harsh eco-
nomic times,” she said “and, 
even if we can’t fix their prob-
lems, we can support them men-
tally and spiritually by saying we 
care enough to listen and sit 
down.”

The soup dinners are held from 
5 to 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of 
each month from November to 

Soup dinners build bridges

Hammerle Bows Out
After Serving 4 Terms

 BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

It’s been just short of nine 
years since South Fork res-
idents first boarded troop 
transports and headed for Ku-
wait to prepare for the March 
2003 invasion of Iraq.

With the official end of what 
is popularly known as the Iraq 
War last week, some of the 
many local men and women 
who served the American 
mission there over the last 
eight years reflected on what 
the war meant for them and 
how they think it should be 
looked at by history.

More than two dozen East 
Hampton and Southampton 
residents served in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, as the eight-
year conflict was officially 
dubbed by the military. Two 
lost their lives there: Lance 
Corporal Jordan Haerter of 
Sag Harbor and Staff Sergeant 
James Lee Pettaway of Bridge-
hampton.

And for all the sacrifices the 
troops who served and their 
families made, the war is now 

looked at by many of them 
or their loved ones as having 
been an important, worth-
while and successful venture 
for the United States. The ser-
vice men and women, cur-
rent and former, perhaps not 
surprisingly tend to look back 
not on the “why” of what led 
America and its allies to the 
Iraqi desert but focus on the 
ultimate achievements and 
failures of the effort by the 
military once the mission had 
begun.

“It’s not my place to ques-
tion why we went to war in 
the first place, but, ultimate-
ly, I do think there were a 
lot of positive results in how 
the region was shaped by our 
presence and how it will af-
fect our security,” said U.S. 
Marine Corps Major Conlon 
Carabine, an East Hampton 
native. “We made mistakes, 
no question, and minute to 
minute a lot of people focus 
on the negative aspects, but 
on the whole it evolved as it 
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GET FIT:  
Local libraries offer 
a variety of exercise 
classes. B1

BIG NIGHT: 
Southampton wrestlers 
earn a win and honor 
alumni. C1

Village
Welcomes
A Busy
Stretch

Projects giving a boost 
to some businesses

 BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

These are busy days in Sag 
Harbor. With two major con-
struction projects—at the for-
mer Bulova factory and the 
John Jermain Library—just get-
ting under way, and an effort to 
scrub oil residue from the 
ground beneath Bay Street just 
wrapping up, the typically busy 
village has been virtually teem-
ing with activity in the last 
month.

While some business owners 
have expressed concern that 
the projects are going to cre-
ate hassles come the height of 
the summer season, many are 
welcoming the extra bustle as 
the village rolls into its quietest 
months.

“There’s a good group com-
ing in every week—it’s good for 
us,” Frank Venesina, the owner 
of Conca D’Oro on Main Street, 
said of workers coming to his 
pizza counter from the Bulova 
property, just yards from the res-
taurant’s back door. Across the 
street, the Apple Bank is also un-
dergoing a sprucing up of its fa-
cade, adding more out-of-town 
workers to the foot traffic. “They 
come in groups, too,” Mr. Ven-
esina added, “not just one or 
two guys. The other day, a group 
came in and had four pizzas. 
Last week, we had a group from 
Bay Street, too.”

The Bulova project, which is 
transforming the hulking brick 
factory building into 65 luxu-
ry condominiums, is expected 
to have as many as 100 work-
ers on site through most of the 
winter, and upward of 200 come 
the warmth of spring and the 
full swing of the renovation. 
The John Jermain Library reno-
vation currently involves about 
15 laborers helping with the re-
furbishment of its crumbling fa-
cade and cracked interiors. And 
for the last two months, con-
tractors working for ExxonMobil 
have been excavating a section 
of Bay Street to remove the resi-

due of oil spilled when the area 
was home to a fuel depot in 
the early- and mid-20th cen-
tury. The project caused some 
disruptions for business owners 
because the roadway closed for 
much of the autumn, but it re-
opened last week.

John Meyer, owner of the Cove 
Deli, a short walk up Main Street 
from the library building, said 
the additional boots on the 
ground have been a welcome 
addition to his usual breakfast 

Construction crews work on the scaffolding at the John Jermain Library on Monday afternoon. Be-
low, crews at the Bulova Watchcase Factory site in Sag Harbor. The sudden influx of construction has 
been a boon for Sag Harbor. DANA SHAW PHOTOS

Gaming Is On The Governor’s Mind
Governor Andrew Cuomo delivers the 2011 State of the State Address in Albany on January 5.

 BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

In his State of the State Ad-
dress last week, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo said that he 

plans to propose an amend-
ment to the State Constitution 
that would make non-Native 
American high-stakes gam-

bling legal in New York, po-
tentially tapping the billions of 
dollars in casino revenues that 
are now being spent in other 
states. The push parallels an 
agreement between the state 
and a resort developer to build 
what the governor said would 
be the nation’s largest conven-

tion center, near the Aqueduct 
Racetrack in Queens, anchored 
by a casino within New York 
City limits.

But were such an amendment 
to become law, it remains to 
be seen how the project would 
impact the casino plans of the 
Shinnecock Indian Nation in 

Suffolk and Nassau counties. 
The amendment likely would 
be a complicated legislative 
blueprint for where gaming 
will be allowed in New York 
State, and by whom. The Shin-
necocks’ plans for a casino at 

 BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

The Sag Harbor School Board 
could become the first local 
school district to authorize the 
regular use of drug-sniffing po-
lice dogs to scan student lockers 
and cars at Pierson High School, 
an effort to discourage students 
from bringing illegal drugs to 
school.

Although the school admin-
istration has the authority to 
order the use of dogs to search 
for drugs in the building at any 
time, School Board members 
said this week that on the rec-
ommendation of Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. John Gratto, 

the board will propose an official 
policy of bringing dogs into the 
school intermittently to check 
for the presence of drugs, with 
the hope that students will stop 
carrying drugs with them for fear 
of being caught.

The board is set to consider the 
policy at its next two meetings, 
on January 23 and February 6, 
before board members vote on 
whether to implement the plan.

Dr. Gratto said that his rec-
ommendation of the new policy 
to the board on Monday night 
was not in response to a particu-
lar incident or an overreaching 

Drug Dogs
On The Way?

School Board considers policy

Jim Malone

Police Investigating Incident
Involving Board Member

 BY ROHMA ABBAS

A local contractor has accused 
Southampton Town Councilman 
Jim Malone of locking him in 
Mr. Malone’s Suffolk County of-
fice and yelling at him during a 
confrontation over unpaid work 
at Mr. Malone’s Hampton Bays 
home.

Contractor Anthony Prosano, 

23, of Hampton Bays said Mr. 
Malone locked him in the office 
and attempted to call police be-
cause Mr. Prosano broke into the 
councilman’s home to retrieve 
his tools.

Mr. Prosano, who also has a 
home in Mastic and business 
based out of East Quogue, 

Bay Street To Discuss
Its Future Plans

 BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

The Bay Street Theatre in Sag 
Harbor will hold a community 
meeting on Thursday evening, 
January 12, on its plans to vacate 
its current space in 2013.

The meeting will run from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the theater, on the 
corner of Bay Street and Long 
Wharf in Sag Harbor. The the-
ater’s directors and members of 
the Board of Trustees will be in 
attendance.

Bay Street announced in Octo-
ber that it would not be seeking 

to renew its lease for the theater 
building it has inhabited for 20 
years. The lease on the proper-
ty has gotten too expensive for 
the company to maintain in the 
long term, the theater’s direc-
tors said.

Declining ticket sales and fund-
raising revenues in recent years 
have stretched the theater’s op-
erating budget thin. The direc-
tors have said purchasing a site 
as a permanent home—prefer-
ably in Sag Harbor—will ease the 
overhead the theater must foot 
from its shrinking fund reserves.

A community meeting will be held on Thursday to discuss the future of 
Bay Street Theatre.   DANA SHAW See STATE, Page A6
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If you do business in the Hamptons, The Press News Group can help you grow. As the area’s leading 
media company, we’ve been helping small businesses connect with customers in Southampton and 
East Hampton for more than 100 years. 

By using our local expertise and bundled media solutions we can create a cost effective soup-
to-nuts marketing plan that combines print, online and social networking to reach your Hamptons 
customers across numerous touchpoints. 

Social 
Networking 

Online 
Directory

Feature your company in our search-
optimized online directory with preferred 
placement when customers search for your 
business or service.

Website

Effectively establish your online presence 
with a virtual “storefront” on 27east.com, 
the Hamptons’ most visited general interest 
website. We’ll create a webpage that uses text, 
photos and even video to let you target your 
specific Hamptons audience.

Print 
Directory

Our design team will create an appealing and 
effective advertisement for your business. And 
by running it in The Southampton Press and 
The East Hampton Press Service Directories, 
you’ll be guaranteed to reach the majority of 
households in the Hamptons.

Social networking got you stumped?   
Let our experts demystify this important new 
networking and marketing tool. We’ll set your 
business up on Facebook and help you market 
it to your target Hamptons audience. 
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27EAST.COM REACHES MORE PEOPLE, MORE OFTEN, THAN ANY OTHER LOCAL WEBSITE.
Our site reaches an affluent, well-educated adult audience,  

primarily from the Hamptons, eastern Long Island and New York City area.
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®

SITE TRAFFIC (per month):
 1.2M  page views
 230,000  visits
 100,000 unique visitors
 5 page views per visit

VISITOR LOYALTY:  
  38% visit at least once a day
  50% visit at least twice a week

DEMOGRAPHICS:

 GENDER

 53% Female
 47% Male

 AGE

 24% ages 18-34
 36% ages 35-49
 37% ages 50+

 AFFLUENCE

 35% $100,000+
 32% $60,000-$100,000

 EDUCATION

 48% College
 22% Graduate School

 GEOGRAPHY:  
 47% Hamptons 
 25% NYC
  18% Other Long Island
 2% Other NY state 
 7% Out of state 
 1% International 
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